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A Rare Combination

In Concert with Michael Kevin Jones
& Agustin Maruri

Spashk Guitarist Agestin Marer performing bn Muscst o s fell hosse
I ihoe Jabsis balircem i ihe InterContinestal Hoied

NE summer in
O?-'indrid. Spanish
guitarist, Agusiin

Marari and British celliss,
Michael Kevin Jones
decided 1o play together
in the city’s snnual con-
cerl Sefied, as an experi-
menl, That was sixteen
years g0 and they have
since become one of the
world's very few estab-
shed eello guitar ensembles, perhaps the caly one,

The two musiciass bad mat by chance that faefll semmer
bam Agusiln hud bees asked 1o play ehamber music and was
oking foe somsething different mad oeiginad for hly ensermibls
armelly e guitar in paised with vedee or violin Agustin had
rard Miuchiel en the celtho mnd was impressed. "1 liked hi
aying vedy moach, B soomed an ides] combination The only
vhler was in finding a repemsire, [ discovered hat, i the
M&m-mwmmmamwvu
vemed, This bybid insaumest ooked like 3 ecllo, was
myed with & berw, but had 6 stings with frew Iie the guitar,
Buben compased 8 lovely piece 1o wasist in e bith of the
w [nstrunenl. Nevertheless, huck wes not with the orpeg-
e} ind it i now only I8 muyprume.”

Bet the concen that Michael Kevis Fones and Agusis
i g fow oo el aiter Shai summer ga Madrid was &
Sal futtem end many peusic caoanzed thees B cominue 15
dug, Thir fnd Ol featered mone Shan seventy minsies of
iginal music for the ool sl e and sobd out quickly,
pastin's reseasch yiekded a ereriber of Eatorical composlitiony
r thin rane eombidation of insrsmenty. Michael and Agustin
4 improvised with exinting pleces for voice sed guitar, sub-
miting the exlls for the volce. B was from the weice and guls
wepenioire thal Agustin and Mishec] chose their epening set
r sl ek s Muscer coscen.

By Dr Patricla Groves

vocative Seunds of Spain

Lar Bl vle Expema, rhe Choarm of Spals b8 a eolbection of |9th
oy Spaish romantic melolies. “The songs are very swosl
d unpreseatious with old faskiosed escapis: byvies from what
4 8 had, war-tom ceatury for Spais. Thia is when the Spanish
il mapie wis ol When you remove the words of the
1 aned revead the parity of the melodies, the music beeemes
v, vy beseniful™

The celle s an instrumesd (et con expeess pun omeotion,
m the dopths nruzﬁl; Vo the soarieg Night of feelings in
#, while the gaiinr b an evocative, rosansic instroment vhat
ket ws dream and encites us with drematic contrasts, The
rination Is especially well ssited 12 the Spaniss sesaibility
] 82 iraghe e ihermet [ike Bow ufipde i Bulenen, which
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Tha

cead off the deo bas Inspived cutand

on ihe Cello and Guitar

Britisls cellis Michsel Kevin Jones and Spasish guitarisd Apussis Mavos
separalely a5 sole msicinns o bn chamber proops, b tees Erequently s play
mwﬂmmhwﬂn
Performances bave laken the duo so Evvope, s well as Nosth, Central and
Americs, tbe Caribbean and Asstrali and New Zeabaod, They have played o
FMMBmmruru-ﬁudﬁuhcmﬂmmlumﬁ*h
Lincols Centre aod Roy Thompsss Hall, They kave shsr made recordings i cob
Rstoratbon wish Mistropodizan M of Aut in Mew Yisl
wfwlhhmmlmﬁmmuwmm
siticns from the 19 Centory by Loonkard Vo Call, Thossss Matieghs snd
Fretirich Dotrases, us well a3 8 original sepenoire of the Tth Censery, The sot-

g
Francosco Telli asd Swefano Caialars 10 werite for them,

oulg composes Rl a8 Pedro Sacng,

came bEad on tha progrimme, W beard excerpls from 3 com-
ﬁhhﬂmﬂmwﬂmlhm
by Spain’s ment ponowned literary work, Dow Quilsowr de L
Mancha, expressdy compoaed for Michael Kevin Jones and
Apustin Maruri i 599,

Dor Juifee p Dadeinea is high among fe composilions
cherished by Agustine *Ti is & gorgones pece, pure romsscy aad
belongs in the winsen' circle. This composition s all show
love. The meat doaply ol love & tae tat is uneequited. Den
Quione is obaessed wiih the beautifil Dulrines, an el maid
en who unlorunaiedy eaibs only is his mind Ths story speaks
S tnath about Wmioss in love, becasie when we we is love
we profest everything on the loved one, reen oar own souly™

Agustin is explainiog » ortral drama in Miguel de
Crrvamios” classle nevel first published R comtarles ago
1643, but timelexs. 1t is sbost & 5217 prochaimed kneght errast,
Den Quingde, who roams e cowntryside on b ol skinny
hewse, passinnately chasing his dreams ssd Tkdions. And it is
sbost the koonke romescs of Spain

Agustin Marwri and his Guitar

The stoey of bow Agustia Marri came to play the goitar i
alse o tide of romance. And it beging In chiosch. | wend b0 s
Casiialic school where we bad 1o stiend he grand mass each
Bunday and dhere wish wosderful orpas mstic, very often Badk
“hummmmtﬂmuhmamumm
am, especially in painting, scslpture and e, Dunag man, |
Touad i bad b conceneraie oa the service, et the music wosld
wwake me ug; | could sol msist it

1 can sill hear Bach®s Profuse ond Figrue ind | can ses the
lady sitiing ai the grgan in the church, playing with wier bess
oy Diold ry Mother | wanted to play the organ, widich of eouns
wai ol an instrumend juitabls for & bowe. Instesd she pege
gesied the guie, bt | wan ssrongly oppoicd. | saw the peice
13 @ popules Salrament, wwonty; sol serioos and noble like
the aegan

My Mother was wery clever; she tought me 8 long playisg
altom with Asdicy Sagovie o the chsical guitar, sad o |
finsad gost that the goltet s really 8 wonderf] Bstresent And
ot wag the begiming of my love affair with the guitss. To hos-
our ibe 20th snniversary of Segovia’s death, W 2007 | am
PrEpiwing 4 tritute. | um going S0 recond about ety five
mimetes of Segovie’s own compositions. Thean are origieal,
kit Wiorka: and | am goleg 19 play tham oa Segovia’s own
Imstrumenas borrowed Trom a small nreeam in Spain®,

Agusiin s curensly playisg & freshly made lssmement
h‘hkh'httmnba}nuﬂ.lcﬂ‘dhqh}imwﬂlmhc\d

As wie Hstened To (e sondrauns, el
vebbn interwoven with the Ielpli delicncy
of i guitar, i seenmed a5 01 the fiwa
imstrasients bail always Been Digeiher

Tequiresseall, Gom oma of Spain's premier guitsr makers,
Ipaacio Roras, The new guitsr b msde from rare Brailisn
reacwood and Canadian red cedar, both porsosally slecied for
the: qpeality and “colots” of sownd that ihe mw pieses of wood
prodeced when wpped :
ﬂummwwhpulmlmnp
hwes. “This guitar is incredible, just o miracle. | am msd and
Tazy Wl it | am vy, very happys very much in love with
oy pow guitar”. [ is hard 10 Eites to Apestin s net 1e wins
Fou Werd & muskcien.  Mudic, For this guiteriar, {5 whal saver
Eim fom the isevitsbie pain of lif s te destructive power
of the paaing yeins, “which seem 6o ke way all fhe woader-
Fell things we have come to love oo seed, My family wasted me
fo e @ lawrper ox 3 diplomat; and 1 was tokd that, sy @ musicis,
B wonld never have money. This i 1o 8 cortain exsest tnos; | am
B ik, bagt | luv someshing that makes me hapqry svery day.
Bfusie”

Cellist Michacl Kevin Jones

Wmmmmlhmhphrﬂlmli
e UK and immedistely fell in love with the mesical “colour’
aad the deep mebodie sound of this Besutlful instnument, Jir
wad thiriemn yeaws 088 aed had bomn playing the pians for a
ety of yrars, bui [l seema Mickee] was fied imisead for the
ecllo, “The pians wies tot really foo me and 1 wis we lanky for
the vigling bl when 1 bcard the cxllo, everythisg came togee
o, almost like o s buar™, S, Michael grew up i the Duvid
Biorwria £ madd i eschuring faatashes o Being  rock musician.

M«;;;ﬁ,a -

i Jones o Marurl

This romantic CD, baded ea @ theme from the classle novel
Do Qulvoee de fz Mascha by 17Mh Century Spanish
swibar Miguel de Carvanies, ssbd oul alter the cesceri

AP Al iy SR S Th i il iy

Brhiish Callba Michaed Kevin Jeses pausing for plebde af bnad week's
dun eoncerl with Agwitln Marerl — Plavs &y Poiricia Groves

Mlachonl wald thae thiy all changed when ke met Agusin and
beigam i reack & derpar lewel of appeeciation in classbes] muic
“Aguiain belped me » lot in finding the true charsctcr of this
L

Tha Spanish conneetion was critheal. “Spain gaved my life.
I b been sesdying fm (hermany and might have become & pro-
fesional there with minimal work hours, geod miny and 3
pensizn. Bof | knew that, sader these conditions, playing
beeomes lika # rostine job asd there i linle joy in i2, One day
T v w positien fof the collo sdvenised in Barceloas and [
would feel my heart race, | was sate it wag right fre mes and 5o
off | went, et Bhr that? [ enther live a sk dangerouly, m
10 e gypoy blood™. Mow Michael bas s small house in the
seuth of Spain near Gibealtsr snd rents &n ssasiment in Madred
He iravels the woeld in concert with Aguitin and wivedd pet
wnchange his life with syooe, of Tor asything

Mickae] hus 3 vory fine cello which be faund neked away
i deity eomer of an old shep in Madrid, Asd be eodd just
tell that it was an exceptionad instrument. Michas| paid no a
amill yem for the old cllo pad spest more &o o §i mens-
Formad, A3 coe watbd capect wish such & story, the celio ums
o to wonlk meee than ingle ihe origisal investmens; oo i
already lovely sousd just keeps genting betier, While the intru-
ek R besen dated do circe [E60-60, il onigins are & mysiesy.
Michael, ever o somantic, senses that & came from Ialy and ia
Wheefoee pant of his beriage o bix matnmal griadparents werg
Tt

Algmg with many edsers, | had been losking forward S0 this
tperial concen whith promised 10 be quite wonderful, bu
which was hard o imagine becawss of e mauyuz! insiumess
eombaziation. As we listeoed §9 the Sosomun, moody celly
intereeoven wish the bright deliesey ol e guitr. It seemed &
if e been nstruments had always bees togeiher.

Whether the fwo musicians, csch a brilllsm vimesss, 100k
dnmatic contrasts, of Mowed Iogether with the music, o
ehayed each other n ehysheny of chance, the imterplay of the feg
Prremenis was Both dateral and migical And always excis:
ing. AL the end of the concer, e sudfience could ool siep
clapping. The moone was sbsolicly exquisie — dve karin, 8
hestturakingly bewsrilul resdition.

Dwill harve a0 say dhat interviewing Agestin and Michse] was
Fust aboat b8 caciting and larerewing as hearisg them play. |
met Aguitin with all his emburiasm and mocal peision the
day before the conce, sad Michael Immedistcly aficreseds, in
the thriling amesghere of o suecenful perfomance. While
Mickae| wa Lyifing me his cello glosies, Agustin kept Bringing
e [pod and making us feel bappy sad comfrsbi, |Uwas plain
Yo poe tha the reo eolleaguns are thoughefol friends wha like
wwch other 18 much oy thay do the pocpeoss muskcal fife ihey
Barve: built op togethern

Fiw o traky emcellend conten bory in Musear, theakis s doc
t the Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain snd 1o the
Ambassader, hsan Luis Flors who pracicusly bosted the
evening, fullilling his opesing promise of ~vory Beauiful
muti¢ which comes from Norhom Buroge sad the
Mipdierrarean, and yet is wniverssl . with 8 Spanish soomme ™



